
Gateway PTSA Membership Meeting 
Monday, September 12, 2016 
Gateway Middle School Library 
 
Meeting called to order at: 6:36 p.m. 
 
In Attendance: Heather Emans, Angela Fix, Charlie Fix, Larissa Pfeifer, Toni Wilson, Debi 
Kobylk, Andrea Rosen, Carla Clark, Lona Brask, Alexis Clark, Susan Vinson, Caryn O’Connor, 
Vicki Fraser, Alisha Crawley-Davis, Angela Harris, Stacy Dachenhausen, Laura Peterson, Dave 
Brask and Shelley Petillo. 
 
Election of Officers: Andrea Rosen presented Washington State Bylaws, Article 5, Section 6.  
Laura Peterson nominated Heather Emans for President, Caryn O’Connor seconded.  All were in 
favor.  Caryn O’Connor nominated Carla Clark for Treasurer, Toni Wilson seconded.  All were 
in favor.  Andrea Rosen nominated Debi Kobylk for VP of Fundraising, Vicki Fraser seconded.  
All were in favor.  Toni Wilson nominated Caryn O’Connor for Membership, Carla Clark 
seconded.  All were in favor.  There were no nominations for the VP of Volunteers so that 
position will remain open. 
 
Standing Rules: Heather went over the Standing Rule changes.  In Article 1, changed “unit” to 
“PTA”.  In Article 2, added “PTSA”.  In Article 5, removed “duties of the Nominating 
Committee are outlined in the 2011-2012 WSPTA Bylaws, Article 5, Section 5 (b).  In Article 8, 
removed, “presenting the changes at a Membership Meeting” and added “approval of the 
Membership.  All reallocations will be announced at the next Membership Meeting”.  In Article 
13, removed, “Regional Director – The Gateway PTSA Board of Directors shall determine the 
vote cast for the position of Washington State PTA Region 7 Director”.  Article 14, removed 
“we” and added, “the Executive Committee”.  Article 15, removed, “general”.  Caryn O’Connor 
moved to accept standing rule changes and Debi Kobylk seconded.  Passed. 
 
Goals and Mission Statement: Heather went over the Goals and Mission Statement.  There was 
a change in the Communication section to read, “Communicate effectively to meet the need of 
our Gateway students, families, and staff (e.g. Facebook, e-blast, Peachjar, website).  Toni 
Wilson moved to accept with the changes.  Caryn O’Connor seconded.  Passed. 
 
Trainings: Carla and Heather attended the Region 7 training at Gateway.  On September 17th 
Debi Kobylk will attend the PTA and the Law.  On November 16th Everett Council will be 
holding a meeting at Gateway Middle School from 7-8:30 pm.   
 
Volunteers: We had a number of people who volunteered to bring food and help with set-up for 
the back to school BBQ for the staff on their first official day back.  A number of volunteers also 
stuffed back to school packets and helped out at orientation.   
 
Standards of Affiliation:  Laura Peterson talked about Standards of Affiliation.  It is a way for 
the PTA to track all of our trainings and due dates of important documents.  It is a contract 
between the local PTA and the State. 
 



Secretary Report:  Heather said the meeting minutes from June were accepted as presented. 
 
Treasurer Report:  Carla Clark said there were no claims on the insurance.  She provided the 
budget for the upcoming school year and the July and August reports.  There was a little activity 
in July and August.  Books were reconciled with the change in treasurers and everything was 
fine.  Laura Peterson brought up a question about the Unallocated Funds amount.  It was 
answered by Carla.  There was a discussion about the proposed amount given to the Shoe Fund.  
As of now we have decided to send only $750 of the $900.  Toni asked about how the faculty 
grants were given out.  $50 is given to teachers who apply with no prior approval.  It was 
brought up that many teachers forget to use it.  It was proposed that we attach information about 
the grants on a PTA membership form given to the teachers.  Toni made a motion to re-approve 
the 2016-2017 budget.  Caryn seconded.  Passed.  Carla will bring the June treasurer report to the 
next meeting.  Vicki went thru the Financial Review which was the dates of 2/1/16-6/30/16.  The 
following is what the committee found during the financial review.  Parts of the April minutes 
were missing.  Request for awards and scholarship basket meeting minutes not attached.  $68 
was put under a wrong line item.  $20 check was bounced at the beginning of the year, but 
nothing could be done because the person was not a member.  One bank statement was not dated 
when received.  The review was done by: Denise Constantineau, Carla Clark, Jen Lucken, and 
Vicki Fraser.   
 
Bank Signers: 
Laura Peterson motioned that the three bank signers for the 2016-2017 school year will be:  
Heather Emans, President 
Carla Clark, Treasurer – To get the duplicate copy of the statement 
Debi Kobylk, VP of Fundraising 
 
Laura Peterson also motioned for Andrea Rosen, Secretary, to get the original copy of the 
statement.  Dave seconded, motion passed. 
 
Fundraising:  There will be a Dine Out at Boston’s in Mill Creek on 9/27/16.  10% of all sales 
between the hours of 5-8 pm will be given back.  There is no flyer needed.  Other dine-outs are 
still to be determined.  On 9/21/16 Jamba Juice will be sold during lunch.  $3.00 each.  Other 
dates will be 3/22/17, 5/17, and at June Jamboree.  Raffle Baskets will be done during 
conference week.  Tickets will be sold for $1 a ticket.  We are in need of items.  Pass the Hat is a 
straight donation.  As of now we have made $545 of the $1,200 goal. 
 
Membership:  Caryn met with Toni and Lisa.  We have 44 members that have been entered in 
the system so far.  We have a lot more to be added.  Caryn hopes to have them done by the end 
of the week. 
 
Principal Report:  There are currently 893 students which are down from 922 from the first few 
days of school.  The school is growing!  Both Computer Labs have been closed and made into 
classrooms.  The administration has been working hard to make everything as smooth as possible 
with the amount of students we have.  They are requesting that parents use only the office doors 
to help.  They are in the final process of hiring one more instructor.  It should be completed by 
Monday.  There is a lot of new staff this year.  A big thank you to the PTSA for all their help 



with the BBQ which was a smashing success.  It set a great tone for the start of the school year.  
Monday the 19th will be curriculum night.  It will run from 6:30-8:15.  It is a way for parents to 
travel thru their kids’ day.  From 5:30-6:30 in the Commons there will be an LMS training, 
social emotional training, and so on.  It is considered a parent informational hour.  The school’s 
theme this year is a Partnership for Student Learning.  Sports have started!  The ASB will start 
their fundraiser on 9/21/16.  The middle school does not get an after school activity bus budget 
so this fundraiser helps with that.  Soccer will start in the winter.  Cell phone policy is the same 
at school and on buses, no phones during the day.  Some teachers are opening up the ability to 
use personal devices in the classroom, but ONLY after parents have been contacted.  They will 
only be used in the classroom for classwork.  This is because the computer labs have been closed 
and there is limited use of the Chromebook available. 
 
Staff Report:  Thanks again for the help with the BBQ.  First peek into the bond passing, every 
teacher got a tablet this year.  It helps them greatly and they are super excited about how 
impactful they will be on helping the teachers with student learning.  Wednesday the 21st will be 
the last day to turn in the summer reading logs.  Raina Telgemeier will be coming on Friday 
9/16/16.  If you buy a book she will sign it.  She will also sign only one of students already 
owned books. 
 
Guardian Wear:  $2,780 in sales so far.  Due date is October 3rd.  There are forms outside the 
office and one went home in the first day packets.  There is also a form on the PTSA website.  
Looking into other options for the staff such as a fleece vest. 
 
Student Store: Lots of volunteers have signed up.  Volunteers are completely full for October 
and November so far!  It will be open October thru June only on Fridays at lunch.  Won’t be 
many changes from last year. 
 
Staff Appreciation:  A signup genius has been put together for the committee.  Plan is for a 
“snack bar” next month during conference week.  There is a plan to do birthday cookies for the 
staff during their birthdays. 
 
Reflections:  Washington State PTA sill does not have a chair.  The plan currently is still to have 
it at Gateway.  The theme is, “What is your story”? 
 
Website: Laura Peterson will be in charge 
 
Box Tops: we made $971 last year.  There will be a box tops contest running from 9/26-10/7.  
Susan is still waiting on prize approval.  We will also be advertising a new app and a collection 
drive so that the community can also help support us using Box Tops. 
 
Service Award: Toni is in charge of collecting and submitting names for the Presidential 
Service Award. 
 
Student of the Month and Guardian Breakfasts: We still have no chair to run the breakfasts.  
No dates have been set yet, but the plan will be for the first one in December.  They are looking 
at January for the Guardian Breakfast.  Both will always be on a Friday. 



 
Advocacy: No chair yet.  The PTAs grassroots is advocacy.  Their main focus is to report 
happenings at the PTSA meetings. 
 
New Business:  Alexis Clark, a 7th grade student would like to start a Journalism Club. 
 
Meeting adjourned at: 8:14 pm. 
 
 


